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UM CHEMIST PRESENTS PAPER,
COMMENTS ON RUSSIA
MISSOULA--
Although Russians a re  d e f i n i t e l y  opposed to  p ing-pong, they  f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  country  and 
the  United S ta t e s  are  moving toward a common c e n te r  in p o l i t i c s  and l i f e s t y l e s ,  Dr.
William L. Waters,  a U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana chemis t ,  observed r e c e n t l y .
Dr. Waters,  32, an a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r ,  spen t  two weeks dur ing  August to u r in g  the  
U.S.S.R. and p re s e n t in g  a paper  a t  the  F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on Organo-Meta ll ic  
Chemistry a t  Lomonosov S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  in  Moscow.
Dr. Wate rs’ paper ,  "The Ozonation o f  Organo-Meta l l ic  Compounds," was one o f  170 
s e l e c t e d  fo r  o ra l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  from 500 re sea rch  papers  submit ted .  He was the  youngest  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  read a paper .
Dr. Paul 17. J enn ings ,  a chemistry  p r o f e s s o r  from Montana S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  a l so  p r e ­
sen ted  a paper a t  the  conference .
Dr. Waters s a id  h i s  Russian co l leagues  f e l t  the  U.S. d e a l t  the  U.S.S.R. "a s l a p  in 
the  face"  by recogn iz ing  Red China a f t e r  Russia  spen t  a fo r tu n e  t r y i n g  to  gain  the  Chinese 
as a l l i e s .
"Russia  j u s t  seems to  be a g ia n t  pa radox ,"  Dr. 17a t e r s  s a id .  While, on one hand, the  
Russian people would frown a t  what the  U.S. was doing as a n a t i o n ,  they would envy the  
t e c h n i c a l  conveniences and freedoms t h a t  U.S. c i t i z e n s  en joy ,  he added.
"Everywhere, the  people would say they ’ love America,  but ha te  N ix o n , ’" Dr. Waters s a id .  
The people s t ro n g ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  the  duty of  the  country  i s  to  keep i t s  n a t u r a l  resources  
inc lud ing  i t s  peop le ,  w i th in  i t s  boundar ies  and t h a t  the  s t a t e  i s  more im por tant than the 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  he s a id .
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Russian s c i e n t i s t s  a re  f r e e  to  do re sea rch  but they  must r e p o r t  t h e i r  f in d in g s  to  the  
government, Dr. Waters s a id .  He s u s p e c t s ,  however,  t h a t  th e  Russians are  under "more 
s t r i n g e n t  r e g u la t i o n s  than they care  to  adm it . "
Dr. Waters s a id  he envied the  Russians in  many r e s p e c t s .
"They a re  poor ,  ye t  equa l ,  and very proud o f  t h e i r  c o u n t ry , "  he s a i d .  "They brag
about t h e i r  m a t ion ' s  accomplishments and lack o f  c r im e ."
r a r e
Even minor p e t t y  t h e f t s  a re /because  maximum p e n a l t i e s  a re  imposed f o r  a l l  crimes.
Dr. Waters,  a n a t iv e  o f  Birmingham, Mich. , r e c e iv e d  h i s  b a c h e l o r ' s  degree a t  Kenyon
College in  1961 and h i s  d o c to ra te  a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Hawaii in  1966. He has been a
resea rch  chemist  f o r  Dole P ineapple  in  Hawaii,  and has t a u g h t  a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Hawaii,
a t
a Nat ional  Science /Foundat ion  Summer I n s t i t u t e  in  American Samoa, and a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  I r v i n e .
He i s  marr ied  to  Alma VandenHaak, formerly  o f  Glendale ,  C a l i f .  They have two g i r l s ,  
Laura, 8, and M el issa ,  3.
Dr. Waters p lans  to  apply f o r  a 6-month exchange program to  do re s e a rc h  o r  t each  in 
the  U.S.S.R.
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